
GPS Orienteering Event 2020 

Queens Park, Heywood, Rochdale 

Located between Rochdale and Bury, Queen’s Park, Heywood (OL10 4UY GR SD857115) is signposted 

from the North on the B6222 and from the South on the A58.  There is a large car park opposite the main 

entrance to the park.  There is also ample road parking approaching from the South before the car park 

and also further past the bridge.  Please use the pedestrian crossing points.  This municipal park is 

popular.  There is an intricate path network in the more formal part of the park amongst the gardens and 

other buildings and features.  In the less formal part, the parkland is dissected by the River Roch and 

numerous streams amongst the grassy open slopes and more intricate stretches of mature woodland. 

Your approach to Control Point 12 may well bring you into proximity of Control Point 13 beforehand. If 

control 13 registers on MapRun first this doesn’t matter, you just need to make sure you register control 

13 again after you have found control 12. 

The printed map, available as the PDF on this website, also shows typical 2-digit identification numbers 

for control points (the codes that would normally be found on the physical Sport Ident units). Please 

ignore these identification numbers as there are no physical controls at the sites. 

The start is about 20m from the main gate at a path crossing so please switch on your device with the 

course loaded just before you enter the park. The device will activate as you approach the start along the 

main pathway from the gate. 

As some of the controls are under tree cover where GPS accuracy is reduced, we have set the diameter of 

control activation as 20m from the precise control site. This means that you may well get a beep activation 

some way short of reaching the actual control feature. In fairness to others, you should proceed to the 

feature. Please give us feedback on any issues you find as we begin to prepare other linear events in 

SELOC areas as your findings will help us.  

The map course registers as 3.8km in a straight line but realistically is just under 5km and is probably Light 

Green in rating. 

You should expect to get wet and muddy as the ground is particularly saturated after all the rain we have 

had in October 2020.  

Be aware of other park users, low branches, exposed roots on the ground and running alongside the river. 

Above all, stay safe and we hope you enjoy the course and don’t have any difficulties locating the control 

sites. 


